Bridge the Gap Offender Application
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AREA 10 CORRECTIONS/BTG
P.O. BOX 40368
DENVER, CO 80204
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SOBRIETY DATE
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Dear Inside AA member:

AA in this area has a transition program called “Bridge
the Gap.” This means that you can sign up to be
matched to an AA member on the outside in your home
community upon release. This AA Bridge Volunteer can
take you to 3-6 meetings, introduce you around, and
help you get acquainted and comfortable around new
friends in AA. During this time, you will learn about
sponsors, home groups, working the steps, and service.
Your Bridge Volunteer is only temporary and will not
follow-up or try to control you, nor provide housing,
food, clothing, jobs, money, or other such services. You
will undoubtedly hear the five basic suggestions for
sobriety the fellowship shares with all members!

They are: Don’t Drink! Go to Meetings, Read the Big
Book, Call your Sponsor, and Work the Steps.

Past experience has shown that attending an AA
meeting on the outside as soon as possible after release
makes for a successful sober transition into the free
world. Many of us have been where you are and we
know what the program of AA and its fellowship can do
for you, by what is has done for us and countless others.
Please remember that the only requirement is a desire
to stop drinking.

Please complete the attached “Offender Application,”
detach and mail it to the address on the form. Keep the
balance of this application for future reference. Do this
as soon as possible once you have a release date. The AA
Bridge Coordinator will then match you with a Bridge
Volunteer in the community where you will be living.
That person will contact you through the mail with
information on how to contact him once you are
released.
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BRIDGE PROCEDURE

Inside AA members are invited to use this program. Hopefully, they
have a short time left to serve and have been attending AA meeting
when available.

The offender fills in the application and mails it to Area 10
Corrections/BTG, which will be responsible for procession and
coordination all bridges.

The Bridge Coordinator will notify the inside member that the
application has been received and that the process has been
started.

The Bridge Coordinator is responsible for finding a Bridge Volunteer
to match the request.

When a Bridge Volunteer has been found, the Bridge will inform the
inside AA member that a “bridge” has been established.

The Bridge Volunteer is to write the inside AA member within two
weeks confirming contact and a willingness to act as a “bridge”.

a. Return address will be the address of the Area 10
Corrections c/o BTG PO Box 40368 on this application. All
letters will be forwarded from here.

b. If the Bridge Volunteer does not contact the inside AA
member within two weeks, the Bridge Coordinator should
be notified by the offender at the above address.

The inside AA member will then inform the Bridge Volunteer of all
pertinent information as to date of release, what their local address
and phone number will be, date, and time of arrival and other
pertinent information.

The Bridge Volunteer will meet the applicant at an agreed upon
time and place, to help the applicant attend his/her first few
meetings.

After up to a maximum of six meetings, the Bridge Volunteer is
asked to “Let Go and Let God!” So they may again function as a
“bridge”.

After a “bridge” has been completed, the Bridge Volunteer will
inform the Coordinator of the results.




